
STOP 



Early Journal Content on JSTOR, Free to Anyone in the World 

This article is one of nearly 500,000 scholarly works digitized and made freely available to everyone in 
the world by JSTOR. 

Known as the Early Journal Content, this set of works include research articles, news, letters, and other 
writings published in more than 200 of the oldest leading academic journals. The works date from the 
mid-seventeenth to the early twentieth centuries. 

We encourage people to read and share the Early Journal Content openly and to tell others that this 
resource exists. People may post this content online or redistribute in any way for non-commercial 
purposes. 

Read more about Early Journal Content at http://about.jstor.org/participate-jstor/individuals/early- 
journal-content . 



JSTOR is a digital library of academic journals, books, and primary source objects. JSTOR helps people 
discover, use, and build upon a wide range of content through a powerful research and teaching 
platform, and preserves this content for future generations. JSTOR is part of ITHAKA, a not-for-profit 
organization that also includes Ithaka S+R and Portico. For more information about JSTOR, please 
contact support@jstor.org. 



436 REVIEWS. 

The Population of an old Pear Tkee.* — The author in these charming 
stories of insect life relates his experience with various forms of insects 
which visited an old pear tree in his garden, weaving in many satires 
on human life, and an occasional sly thrust at professional entomologists 
who look on bugs simply as bugs and not as part and parcel of nature. 
It is an admirable book to place in the hands of boys and girls. The 
illustrations are capital, reminding us of the grotesqueness and strong 
effects seen in Dore's drawings on wood, and form a marked feature and 
attraction of the book. 

The American Museum or Natural History.! — Under thjs title 
there has been established in the city of New York a museum in whose 
list of trustees we recognize many names well known to the citizens of 
the metropolis. While we honor these gentlemen for their public spirit 
we do not see even from their report how it was that they thus suddenly 
became possessed of such a determined desire to found a museum. 

We believe that New York will eventually possess the finest and largest 
museum in the country, just as they now have the most beautiful park. 
There is, however, one mistake which we might notice, the futility of 
amassing fragile collections, building cases, having zoological gardens, 
etc., without at the same time appointing men who are competent to use 
them for the benefit of the public. From what we have seen of the ef- 
forts of the directors, or whoever has in charge the large collections in 
the third story of the arsenal building, we should say that they do not 
seem to possess even that slight knowledge which five minutes criticism 
from any competent scientific man would have given them. We have 
never in our experience of the unscientific attempts to build museums 
seen anything so entirely unfit for its purpose as the large two-storied 
case which occupies the centre of the arsenal hall. No one but a phys- 
ician, or a committee of such, well acquainted with hospital practice and 
hygiene, would presume to attempt the erection of a hospital. Engineers 
are generally called upon to build railroads and steam engines, but in 
natural history all this is reversed, and we do not seem to have yet 
learned that it requires a naturalist to plan a natural history building. 
We understand, however, that efforts are being made to place some well 
qualified natui'alists in charge of the executive department, and we hope 
to see a change in this respect before the next report is published.f 

The menagarie will afford materials for the formation of a collection of 
comparative anatomy which would be both amusing and instructive to 
visitors, but this does not seem to have been thought of. The board of 
management, also, appear to be drifting to stuffed skins of birds and 

•The Population of an old Pear Tree: or Stories of Insect Life. From the French of E. 
van Bruyssel. Edited by the author of the " Heir of Redclyffe." With numerous illustrations 
by Becker. 12mo, pp. 221. New York. Macmillan & Co. 1870. 

t First Report of the Trustees. 

J Since the above was written, we have become aware, also, that the Commissioners have 
taken professional advice as regards the construction of their cases. 



